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BPChorus to Search for New Music Director 
Board vote ended Doreen Rao’s contract Saturday 

 
 BUFFALO, NY Jan. 17, 2012 – The Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus’ board of directors 
today announced it will embark on a national search for a new music director after not renewing 
Dr. Doreen Rao’s contract. 
 
 In a weekend meeting, the board’s majority decided not to grant Rao the five-year 
extension she requested, starting June 30, 2012, and ended her BPChorus leadership after 
nearly four years.  
 
 “We want to thank Doreen for sharing her artistry,” said Board Chairman Steven Bench. 
 
 “The decision to end our relationship was not easy,” he added, “but we are ready to 
move forward, in this our 75th anniversary year, with finding a new Chorus leader and continuing 
to maintain an ambitious schedule of concerts.” 
 
 An independent, non-profit organization dedicated to the performance of choral music, 
the BPChorus is often heard in concert as the guest artist of the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra. 
 
 The all-membership organization features about 120 member singers, most of whom are 
volunteers. The BPChorus is self-sustaining, relying on ticket sales, fund-raising, minimal public 
funding and foundation support. 
 
 Rao, who recently retired from the University of Toronto, directed the BPChorus since 
2008 on a three-year contract and then a one-year extension that would have ended in June 
2012. 
 
MORE ABOUT THE BPCHORUS 
The Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus, an independent arts organization and principal choral partner of the BPO, enriches the 
Western New York community by providing the highest quality performances of choral music and by developing singers in the 
choral art. This is accomplished through self-sponsored concerts and regular collaboration with the Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra and other cultural organizations. Going into its 75th season, the Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus is an independent arts 
organization whose mission is to provide the highest quality performances of choral music to the Western New York community 
and to develop singers in the choral art, through self-sponsored concerts and as the independent choral partner of the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orchestra. The BPChorus appears at various locations throughout Western New York including Kleinhan’s, Artpark, 
Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo Museum of Science, Our Lady of Victory Basilica, and the Chautauqua Institution.   

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Buffalo+Philharmonic+Orchestra+chorus+logo&start=913&hl=en&biw=1067&bih=447&tbm=isch&tbnid=uYyVyHRJXbAEvM:&imgrefurl=http://participate.wivb.com/bpchorus/gallery/view_gallery.one?pid=136091449&docid=M8yCqLdpmuCd7M&itg=1&imgurl=http://fast1.onesite.com/participate.wivb.com/user/bpchorus/large/20b02badeedc0fff3fb8724696795010.jpg?v=129600&w=2691&h=969&ei=smkUT-XvCcru0gGXnN2zAw&zoom=0&chk=sbg&iact=hc&vpx=277&vpy=194&dur=3017&hovh=135&hovw=374&tx=332&ty=125&sig=107961805687353893166&page=63&tbnh=48&tbnw=134&ndsp=14&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:913

